: TGA graphs of the silica salt, one from a bottled opened just before the measurements, one that was opened 2 years before. The TGA data shows that 22.3% of the salt (assumed to be SiO2.5) remains at 600°C. The remaining part, the silica, corresponds to 47.9% of the salt's molar weight. This reveals that 53.2% of the weight is water; giving [N(CH3)4]8[Si8O20] • 72 H2O. Figure S2 : Example of non-linear fitting of the data from the inversion recovery experiment to a single exponential function. The obtained longitudinal relaxation times (T1) are shown in Table 1 of the main text. The figure shows the D4R, with the shortest value (5.2 sec), and the monomer with the longest value (16.4 sec).
: TGA graphs of the silica salt, one from a bottled opened just before the measurements, one that was opened 2 years before. The TGA data shows that 22.3% of the salt (assumed to be SiO2.5) Figure S3 : 29 Si-NMR spectroscopy of a 22 wt% salt sample, measured right after preparation (bottom) and after 6 days (top). Figure S4 : 29 Si-NMR spectra of concentration series. Figure S5 : 29 Si-NMR spectra of TAA-salt addition to 6 wt% salt samples. Figure S6 : 29 Si-NMR spectra of samples containing 6 wt% silica salt and 0.1M Na-salts. Figure S7 : 29 Si-NMR spectra of samples with 6 or 22 wt% silica salt and methanol or ethanol at a Si:alcohol ratio of 1:8.6. Figure S12: Conformation of a cubic octamer, which displays a slight deformation of the cubic, giving it a more rectangular shape; one side being 3.09 Å and the other 3.00Å.
